St Denys Boat Club
Sign off Procedure
Use of Motors
Purpose
This procedure sets out how members may be signed off for the use of Outboard motors.
In alignment with RYA Power boating level 1 guidance.

It is designed to ensure that participants have the skills and knowledge to safely use
outboard motors without supervision.

Scope of sign off.
Sign off may be granted for specific locations,
Local, above Northam bridge, above ltchen bridge etc.

Before anyone can be signed off for use of Motors, they must have completed the sign off
process for the vessels they will be using them on, (rowing, sailing, etc).

Prerequisites.
Before being considered for sign off members must:

Be signed off on the class of boat the motors will be used on.

Have completed the club induction and be familiar with local navigation rules.
Understand basic boat handling, stopping and steering techniques.

Be aware of other water using and collision regulations.

Wear appropriate buoyancy aids.

Assessment and observation.

Sign off is based on observation during normal club activity and is carried out by
experienced members authorised by the club committee.

Assessment focuses on:

Understanding of motors, which boats each one can be used on.
Pre use inspection and safety.

Installation.

Starting, stopping and safety requirements.

General boat handling, steering, manoeuvring, forward and reverse.
Appropriate speed control.

Leaving and returning to berth, picking up a buoy.

Man overboard safety requirements.

Navigation and rules of the road.

Post use cleaning and storage.



Emphasis is placed on consistent safe behaviour and sound judgement.
Sign off Outcomes.

Following observation, members may:

Self certify to use motors independently in defined areas.

Be required to gain further experience before sign off.

Be encouraged to take part in other training activities.

All sign offs are recorded in line with club procedures.

Safety expectations.

Use of motors is undertaken at the individuals own responsibility

Users must operate within their own capabilities bearing in mind weather, tides and other
factors.

Safety briefings and local navigation rules must be followed.

Any incidents or near misses must be reported in line with club procedures.

Progression.

Members are encouraged to develop their skills and a number of RYA courses are
available at local training centres.



