
Dinghy Sign-Off Procedure  

Purpose 
This	procedure	sets	out	how	members	may	be	signed	off	to	use	club	dinghies	independently.	It	ensures	
sailors	have	the	knowledge,	skills,	and	judgement	to	sail	safely	within	agreed	areas.	
	
Formal	qualifications	are	not	required;	however,	this	process	aligns	with	the	expectations	of	the	RYA	
Dinghy	Level	2	(Basic	Skills)	standard.	

Scope of Sign-Off 
Sign-off	may	be	granted	for	the	following	areas,	depending	on	experience	and	competence:	
•	Upstream	of	Cobden	Bridge	
•	Upstream	of	Itchen	Bridge	
•	Extended	areas	(subject	to	additional	experience	and	assessment)	
	

Prerequisites 
Before	assessment,	members	must:	
•	Have	completed	the	club	induction,	including	safety	procedures	and	local	rules	
•	Be	familiar	with	club	equipment,	launch	and	recovery	areas	
•	Wear	appropriate	clothing	and	buoyancy	aids	at	all	times	

Assessment Process 
• Assessments	are	carried	out	by	experienced	members	authorised	by	the	committee.		
• The	assessment	will	include:	

Knowledge	of	local	hazards,	tides,	weather	and	navigation	
Awareness	of	other	water	users	and	collision	avoidance	
Rig	and	de-rig	a	dinghy	safely	and	correctly	
Safe	launching	and	recovery	procedures	
Boat	handling	including	tacking,	gybing,	stopping	and	maneuvering	
Decision-making	appropriate	to	conditions	
Demonstrate	basic	capsize	awareness	and	recovery	knowledge	
Make	safe	decisions	based	on	conditions	and	personal	ability	
	
Capsize	recovery	may	be	demonstrated	where	appropriate	but	is	not	mandatory	for	all	sign-offs	

	

Sign-Off Outcomes 
Following	assessment,	members	may:	
•	Self	certify	as	competent	for	sailing		in	a	defined	a	defined	area	
•	Be	required	to	gain	further	experience	before	sign-off	
•	Be	encouraged	to	attend	RYA	training	or	club	sailing	sessions	
	
All	sign-offs	are	recorded	in	the	club	register.	



Safety Expectations 
•	Sailing	is	undertaken	at	the	individual’s	own	responsibility	
•	Members	must	operate	within	their	competence	and	prevailing	conditions	
•	Any	incidents	or	near-misses	must	be	reported	
	
This	procedure	supports	safe,	confident	sailing	and	aligns	with	RYA	Level	2	–	Basic	Skills	guidance.	

Progression and RYA Qualifications 
While	this	sign-off	process	supports	safe	and	independent	club	sailing,	members	are	strongly	encouraged	
to	continue	developing	their	skills	through	recognised	RYA	training.	RYA	qualifications	provide	
structured	learning,	nationally	recognised	standards,	and	a	clear	pathway	for	progression	and	
confidence-building	on	the	water.	
	
Sailing	With	SWAC	and		other	local	organisations	offers	regular	opportunities	to	work	towards	RYA	
qualifications,	including	RYA	Level	2	and	beyond.	These	courses	help	sailors	build	stronger	boat	handling	
skills,	improve	decision-making,	and	gain	confidence	in	a	wider	range	of	conditions.	Members	are	
encouraged	to	speak	with	the	club	or	SWAC	instructors	about	suitable	courses	to	support	their	ongoing	
development.	


